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ABSTRACT 
The rapid proliferation of social media has transformed the way youth communicate, interact, 
and express themselves. However, this digital evolution has also led to a significant rise in 
cybercrimes involving young people, both as perpetrators and victims. This research paper 
explores the complex relationship between social media use and cybercrime among youth, 
examining the multifaceted legal challenges and sociological implications. It investigates 
prevalent cybercrimes such as cyberbullying, identity theft, sextortion, and online harassment, 
analyzing the vulnerabilities that make youth particularly susceptible. The study further explores 
the limitations of existing legal frameworks in addressing these crimes, with particular attention 
to jurisdictional issues, lack of digital literacy, and the fast-paced evolution of technology. From 
a sociological perspective, the paper delves into how peer influence, online anonymity, and 
socio-economic factors shape cyber behavior among young individuals. Drawing on 
interdisciplinary approaches, the paper offers recommendations for policy reform, educational 
interventions, and community engagement to effectively combat youth cybercrime and foster a 
safer digital environment. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The advent of social media has significantly reshaped the social landscape, particularly among 
youth, who are the most active and engaged users of digital platforms. While these technologies 
offer immense opportunities for communication, learning, and self-expression, they have also 
given rise to new forms of criminal behavior. Cybercrimes such as cyberbullying, identity theft, 
revenge porn, hacking, and online harassment have become increasingly prevalent, with young 
people often playing dual roles as both victims and offenders.This phenomenon presents 
complex legal and sociological challenges. Existing legal frameworks frequently struggle to keep 
pace with the rapid evolution of technology and the transnational nature of cybercrime. Many 
jurisdictions lack comprehensive laws specifically addressing digital offenses committed through 
social media, resulting in enforcement gaps and inconsistent penalties. Moreover, from a 
sociological perspective, the anonymity, peer pressure, and digital disinhibition effect associated 
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with online interactions contribute to risky or harmful behaviors among youth.Understanding the 
intersection of social media, cybercrime, and youth behavior requires a multidisciplinary 
approach. This paper aims to explore the scope and impact of youth-involved cybercrime on 
social media, analyze the effectiveness of current legal responses, and offer sociological insights 
that can inform better prevention, regulation, and rehabilitation strategies. 
 
2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
The growing body of literature on cybercrime among youth highlights the complex interplay 
between technological advancement, legal systems, and youth behavior. Scholars agree that the 
widespread use of social media platforms such as Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, and Facebook 
has drastically changed the social dynamics among adolescents and young adults, often 
increasing their exposure to cyber threats (Livingstone & Smith, 2014). A significant number of 
studies identify cyberbullying, sextortion, online grooming, and identity theft as the most 
prevalent forms of cybercrime affecting youth (Patchin & Hinduja, 2018). 
 

From a sociological standpoint, researchers emphasize how online environments foster 
anonymity, which often leads to disinhibition and deviant behavior (Suler, 2004). Youth, driven 
by peer validation and social capital on digital platforms, may engage in harmful or illegal 
activities without fully understanding the consequences. Boyd (2014) notes that the digital world 
often mirrors offline social inequalities and power dynamics, further influencing online 
conduct.Legal scholars argue that existing legal frameworks are insufficient to address the 
evolving nature of cybercrime. Laws related to digital offenses often lag behind technological 
changes, and the lack of uniform international laws makes enforcement particularly difficult in 
cases of cross-border cybercrimes (Brenner, 2007). In many jurisdictions, cyber laws fail to 
adequately address issues like non-consensual image sharing or online harassment, especially 
when committed by or against minors.Another key theme in the literature is the lack of digital 
literacy among both youth and their guardians. Research by Kowalski et al. (2019) suggests that 
awareness and education programs play a crucial role in preventing cybercrime but are often 
underutilized or ineffective due to poor implementation. Additionally, studies stress the 
importance of a multi-stakeholder approachinvolving schools, parents, policymakers, tech 
companies, and law enforcementto combat cybercrime effectively (UNICEF, 2021).The 
literature also reveals gaps in the area of rehabilitation and restorative justice for youth offenders. 
Rather than punitive measures alone, several scholars advocate for educational and psychological 
interventions that address the root causes of cyber delinquency (Wolak, Finkelhor & Mitchell, 
2012). 
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While substantial research has been done, there remains a need for more region-specific, 
empirical studies that examine the cultural, social, and legal context of youth cybercrime. This 
paper seeks to build on existing research by integrating both legal and sociological perspectives 
to better understand and address the phenomenon of cybercrime on social media among youth. 

 
3. OBJECTIVES 

(A) To analyze the prevalence and types of cybercrimes affecting youth through social 
media platforms. 

(B) To explore the sociological factors contributing to youth involvement in or vulnerability 
to cybercrime. 

(C) To examine the existing legal frameworks addressing social media-related cybercrimes 
targeting youth. 

(D) To assess the effectiveness of current legal and policy measures in preventing and 
mitigating cybercrime among youth. 

 
4. METHODOLOGY 
This study adopts a qualitative research approach and relies on secondary data collection 
methods to explore the relationship between social media use and cybercrime among youth, with 
a focus on both legal challenges and sociological perspectives. 
 
Data Collection Method 
Secondary data was collected from a variety of credible sources, including: 

 Academic journals and published research papers. 
 Government and law enforcement reports. 
 Legal case studies and legislative documents. 
 Reports from cybersecurity organizations and NGOs. 
 News articles and documented incidents relevant to youth and cybercrime. 

  
These sources were selected based on their relevance, credibility, and publication within the 

last 10 years to ensure the inclusion of current trends and legal frameworks. 
 
5. FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
1. Rise in Cybercrime Among Youth: Secondary data reveals a significant increase in 
cybercrime cases involving youth, both as victims and perpetrators. According to reports by 
INTERPOL and national cybercrime agencies, over 60% of reported cybercrimes in the last five 
years involved individuals under 25. Social media platforms such as Instagram, Snapchat, and 
Facebook are commonly used for cyberbullying, online harassment, phishing, and identity theft. 
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2. Popular Forms of Social Media Cybercrimes: Cyberbullying remains the most prevalent 
form of cybercrime affecting youth, leading to mental health issues and, in severe cases, 
suicide.Sextortion and revenge porn cases are increasing, with perpetrators often using fake 
accounts or hacked profiles.Online scams and frauds, including phishing links and fake 
giveaways, often target young users with less awareness of cybersecurity.Youth are also 
becoming perpetrators, engaging in hacking, trolling, or misuse of personal data, often without 
fully understanding the legal implications. 
3. Sociological Insights: Peer influence and the desire for social validation drive risky behavior 
among youth online. Lack of digital literacy contributes to the vulnerability of young 
users.Anonymity and the lack of parental supervision on digital platforms provide a false sense 
of security.Cultural stigma and fear of judgment discourage victims from reporting crimes, 
particularly in cases of sexual exploitation. 
4. Legal Challenges Identified: Many existing cyber laws are outdated and struggle to keep up 
with rapidly evolving technologies.Jurisdiction issues complicate law enforcement when 
cybercrimes are committed across national borders.Low reporting and conviction rates 
undermine the deterrent effect of cybercrime laws.In countries like India, despite having laws 
under the Information Technology Act (2000) and relevant IPC sections, implementation 
remains weak due to lack of trained cybercrime units and public awareness. 
5. Gaps in Policy and Enforcement: There is a lack of youth-focused legal awareness programs 
on safe social media use.Schools and colleges rarely include cyber safety education in their 
curriculum.The absence of real-time monitoring mechanisms on social platforms leads to 
delayed responses to threats. 
 
6. DISCUSSION 
This study highlights the growing concern of cybercrime among youth, largely influenced by the 
widespread use of social media. Young individuals are increasingly exposed to risks such as 
cyberbullying, sextortion, identity theft, and online scams. In many cases, youth also engage in 
cyber offenses without a full understanding of their legal implications. Peer pressure, the need 
for social approval, and easy access to anonymous online spaces contribute significantly to these 
behaviors. Despite the existence of cyber laws in many countries, enforcement remains a 
challenge due to outdated legislation, jurisdictional issues, and low rates of reporting—especially 
in cases involving sexual exploitation. 
 

Sociological factors such as digital illiteracy, lack of parental supervision, and cultural 
stigma—particularly in conservative societies—worsen the situation. Many victims are hesitant 
to report incidents, fearing judgment or retaliation. Additionally, schools and colleges often lack 
structured programs on cyber safety and digital ethics. Social media platforms also fall short in 
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providing robust safety measures for young users. Addressing this issue requires a collaborative 
effort involving legal authorities, educational institutions, families, and tech companies. 
Comprehensive digital education, legal reforms, and increased platform accountability are 
essential to creating a safer online environment and reducing the incidence of cybercrime among 
youth. 

 
7. CONCLUSION 
The increasing use of social media among youth has created both opportunities and serious risks, 
with cybercrime emerging as a major threat. This study, based on secondary data, highlights how 
young people are particularly vulnerable to cyberbullying, online harassment, identity theft, and 
exploitation, while some also engage in cyber offenses due to peer influence and lack of 
awareness. The existing legal frameworks, although present, often fail to adequately address 
these issues due to outdated provisions, weak enforcement, and jurisdictional challenges. 
 

Sociological factors such as digital illiteracy, parental negligence, and cultural taboos 
further contribute to the underreporting and persistence of such crimes. Addressing this issue 
requires a multifaceted approach that combines legal reform, youth-focused digital education, 
stronger platform regulations, and greater public awareness. Protecting youth in the digital space 
is not just a legal responsibility, but a social imperative that demands collaboration between 
governments, educators, families, and technology providers. Only through collective action can 
we ensure a safer and more responsible online environment for future generations. 
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